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other employee who actually do the
work on the canal and the railroad

This great task has been under tho
control of Mr Jackson Smith and on
the whole has been well done At pres-
ent there are some 6000 white employes
and some IttOQO colored employee on
Isthmus I went over the
places where the different kinds of em
ployes were working I think I saw rep-

resentatives of type both at
work and In their homes and I con
versed with a couple of hun
dred of them all told choosing them
random from class and
those who came especially to
certain grievances I found that
who did not come specifically to present
grievances almost
far greater content and satisfaction
with conditions than did those
Galled to make complaint

Nearly 5000 of the white employee
come from the United States No

man can young vigorous men
doing their duty without-a thrill of pride In them as Americans

They represent on the average a high
Doubtless to Congress the wages

paid them will seem high but as a
matter of fact the only complaint whichI found had any real basis among the
complaints made to me upon the isth-
mus was that owing to the peculiar sur-
roundings cost of living and the

from home the wages werereally not as high as they should be
Every Man Wants More Pay

In fact almost every man I spoke
to felt that he ought fc be receiving
more monayta view However which
the average man stays at home in
the United probable likewise

I append
figures of the wages paid so that the
Congress can judge the matter for It
sLUt Later I shall confer on the sub-
ject with certain representative labor
men here In the United States as well
as going over with Mr Stevens thecomparative wages paid on the Zoneand at And 1 may then com

ta the canal committees of the two house
The white Americans are employedsome of them In office work but the majority in handling Ute great steam

shovels as and conductors onthe dirt trains as machinists in thegroat shops as andtimekeepers superintendents and foremen of and of gangs and soon and so on Many of them havebrought down wives and families
and the children when not in schoolare running about and preciseas the American boy and smallgirl behave at home The bachelorsamong the employes live sometimes insmall separate houses sometimes inlarge houses quarters furnishedfree to all the men married and unmar
ried Usually the bachelors sleep two
in a room as would do In thscountry 1 found a few cases where
three were In a room and I was toldor although I did not see large rooms
In four were sleeping for It a
not possible in is really a vastsystem of construction camps always toprovide in advance KS ample house roomas the commission Intend later to give
In one case where the house was an aid
French house with a leak in the roofI did not the accommodating w rj

Praise for the Womanly Wives
But In every other case among the

scores of houses I entered at random
the accommodations were good every

was neat and clean usually hav-
ing books magazines and swan

and In short just such a roomas a craftsman would beglad to live In At home The quarters
for the married people were even betterDoubtless there must be here and therea married couple who with or withoutreason are not contented with theiron the isthmus but I

to strike such K couple The wives
of the steamshovel men ma-
chinists and carpenter into whosehouses I went with one accord

their pleasure In their home
life and surroundings Indeed I do nutthink done otherwise
The houses themselves were excellent
bathroom sitting room piazza and bed-
rooms being all that could be desired
In every house which I happened to en
ter mistress of the home was evidently a good American housewife andhelpmeet who had given to the

that touch of attractiveness which
of course the bachelor quarters neitherhad nor could have

Tikes a 3oCent Meal
The housewives purchase their sup-

plier directly or through their husbands
frem the commissary stores of the com-
mission All to whom I spake agreed
that the supplies were excellent and all
but two stated that there was no com-
plaint to be made these two complained
that the prices were excessive as com-
pared to tho prices in the States On
investigation I did not feel that this
complaint was well founded The marmon ate at home The unmarried
men sometimes ate at private boarding
houses or private mosses but more
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May Go On Commission

DR W C GORGAS
Chief of the Health Department of the Canal Zone

often Judging by the answers of those
whom I questioned at cite Government
canteens or hotels where the meal
30 cents to each employe This 30cent
meal struck me as being ax good a
meal as we in the United States at
the ordinary hotel in which a 80cent

is provided Threefourths of the
men whom I questioned stated that the
meals furnished at these Government
hotels wore good the remaining one
fourth that they were not good I my
self took dinner at the La Boca Govern-
ment hotel no warning whatever hav
ing been given of my coming There
were two rooms as generally In these
hotels In one the employee were al-
lowed to dine without their coats while
in the other they had to put them on

The 30cent meal included soup na-
tive beef which mashed po
tatoes peas beets con carne
pudding tea coffee each man having
as much of each ag he desired On
the table there was a bottle of liquid
quinine tonic which twothirds of the
guests as I was informed used every
day There were neat tablecloths
napkins The men who were taking the
meal at or about the same
ed railroad men machiniato ship-
wrights and members of the olttce
force The rooms were clean
aKe and airy with mosquito screens
around the outer plana I was In-
formed some of those present that
this hotel and also the other similar
notete were every Saturday night turned
into clubhouses the American of-
ficials the school teachers and various
employes appeared their
wives there being dancing and singing
There was a piano room which I
was informed was used for the music
on these occasions

My meal was excellent and twonewspaper correspondent who had
been on the isthmus several In
formed me that It was precisely like themeats they had been setting elsewhere
at other Government of the
employes was a couain of one of the
Secret men woo ws me
and he stated that the meals al-ways been good but that after a time
h tired of them because they
seemed so much alike

Complaint About Food Groundless-
I came to the conclusion that
generally there was no wararnt for

complaint about the food Doubtlem it
grows monotonous after awhile Any
man accustomed to handling large
masses of men knows that some of them
even though otherwise very good manare sure to grumble about something
and usually about their Schoolboys and boarders In
boarding houses make similar com

so do soldiers and sailors On
this very trip on one of the warships
a seaman came to complain to the sec-
ond watch officer about the quality of
the cocoa at the seamens mess saying
that it was not sweet enough it was
pointed out to him that there was sugar
on the table and he could always put it
in to which he responded that was
the cooks business and not his I think
that the complaint as to the food on
the Isthmus has but little more founda-
tion than that of the sailor in question
Moreover I was given to understand
that one real cause of complaint was
that at the Government hotels no liquor-
Is served and some of the drinking men
therefore refused to go them The
number m n
hotels is steadily Increasing
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Chinese Will Be Tried
th rl Place of Jamaicans

6f the nmeleien of twenty thousand day laborers employed on the
canal a fewhundred are Spaniards says the President These do
excellent world Their foremen told me that they did twice as well as
the West India laborers They keep healthy gird no difficulty ig cxr-
perienccd them in any vy Some Italian laborers are also em-
ployed in Connection with the drilling

As might be expected with labor as as a present in
the United States it has not so far proved to ei any ordi-
nary from the United States The Svageworkers
on the isthmus are th v highly paid skilled m ghanhjg types
mentioned previously A steady effort is Ital-
ians and especially to procure more Spaniards booaiffe di llfe very

results that have come from their nnloymentt and their
number will be increased as far as possible INtlt JiiJ rnot proved1 possible however to them in anything
like the numbers for the work and from
we shall in the main have to rely for the ordinary itn k711ad wOrk
partly coloreti laborers from the West partlyatptmC14n e
labor V

WORK WILL BE DONE BY ALIENS ATSX AYJ 3g
It certainly ought to be unnecessary to point out unit tie

American workingman in the Unite States no concern
in the question as to whether the rough work on the isthmus whifch
is performed by aliens in any event is done byaliens from one country
with a black skill or by aliens from another country with a yellow
skin Our business is to dig the canal as efficiently and as quickly as
possible provided always that nothing is done that is inhumane to
any and nothing that interferes with the wages of or low-
ers the standard living of our own workmen

Having in view this principle I have arranged to try several thou
sand Chinese laborers This is desirable both because we must try
to find out what laborers are moat efficient and furthermore be-
cause we should not leave ourselves at the mercy of any one type of

the isthmus is done by West India negroes chiefly from Jamaica
Barbados and the other English possessions One of the governors
the lands in question shown an unfriendly disposition to our
work arid has thrown obstacles in the way of our getting the labor
needed and it is highly undesirable to give any outsiders the impres
sion however ill founded that they are indispensable and can dic-
tate terms to us
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In speaking of the negro life
in the Zone he says

The negroes generally do their own
cooking the bachelors cooking in sheds
provided by the Government and using
their own pot In the different camps
there wa a wide variation in the

of these cooking sheds In some
where the camps were completed the
kitchen or cooking eheds as well as the
bathrooms and waterclosets were all
in excellent trim while there were
board sidewalks leading from building
to building In other camps the kitchens

m

laborers

char-
acter

¬

or cook sheds had not been floored and
the sidewalks had not been put down
while in one oamp bath houses were
not yet up In each case how
ever every effort wets being mado
to hurry on the construction and I do
not believe that the delays had been
greater than were Inevitable In such
work The lafjorem are sccuatomod to
do their own cooking hUt there was
much complaint especially among the
bachelors as to the quantity and some
as to the quality of the food they got
from the commissary department

as regards yams On the other
hand the married men and their wives
and the more advanced among the

almost Invariably expressed them
delves a entirely satisfied with their
treatment at the commissary stores Sx
cept that they slated that they gener l
could not get yams there and had te
purchase them outside

The Problem of the Yam 7

The chief complaint wa thattjfe
prices were too high It 1 unavoidable
that prices should higher aKft
in their own homer and after n-

veatlgatlon I came to the eencl union tli
the chief trouble lay In the facfcthal
the yams plantains and the like arc
rather perishable food and are very
bulky compared to the amount of nour
ishment they contain eo thut it is

to Import them In large quantities
and difficult to keep them Nevertheless-
I felt that an effort should le made to
secure them a more ample supply of
their favorite food and w directed and
1 believe that ultimately the Government
must itself feed them I am having
this matter looked Into

I struck by the superior comfort
and respectability of of the
married men It would in my opinion
be a admirable thing if a rotten
larger number of the men had tftatr
wives for with their advent
plaInts about the food and cooking rr
almost sure to cease

Good Words for the Y I
of the greatest Reeds a present

is to provide amusement both for the
white men and Waeic The Young
Mens Christian As oeIation 4 trying-
to do good work shoujd be hi wary
way encouraged Use Gpvejrnme tt
should do the main I have
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thing has been accomplished already
Anything done for the welfare of tho
mon adds to their efficiency and money
devoted to that purpose is therefore
properly to be considered as spent in
building the canal It Is Imperatively
necessary to provide recreation
and amusement If the men are to be
kept well and healthy I call the special
attention of Congress to this need

This gathering distributing and
caring for the great force of laborers-
is one of the giant features of the
work That friction will from time to
time in connection therewith is
inevitable The astonishing is

r From my own experience
o to say that more care had

ibqqn exercised in housing feeding andpaying to the needs of theSkilled mechanics and ordinary laborerin the work on this canal than ise in the construction of new railjsoads or in any other similarpublic work in the United Statesproper and it Is the testimony of allcompetent to apeak that on noother similar work anywhere inindeed a far as I know anyWhere elajHrha there been such fereVsuch succors achievedfor the needs of the men whothe work
La Boca Gatun and Culebra

The work Is now going on with a
vigor and efficiency pleasant to witness
The big problems at the canalan the La Boca dams the Gatun dam
aNd the Culobra The Culebra cut
must bo made anyhow but of course
changes as to the dams or at least
a to the locks adjacent to the dams

atHl occur The La Boca dams
n particular problem the bottom

so good that there i a
practfear certainty not mwrty as to
what can be achieved but as to the
time of achievement The Gfttiin dam
offers the most serious problem which
we have to solve and yet the ablest
radii on the isthmus believe that this
problem a certain of solution along thealthough of course Itgreat toll and in-
telligence and although of

will be some risk
IR connection with the work If the

earth dam now contemplated is
thrown across from one foothill to the
other we will have what Is practically-
a low broad mountain
which will rise the inland lake This
artifleal mountain will probably shew
lees that Is
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restraining capacity than the average
natural mountain range The exact lo-
cality of tho at at

other now being deter-
mined

In April next Secretary Taft with
three ablest engineers of the
country Messrs and

will visit the Isthmus and the
three will make the final and
conclusive as to the exact
Is going ahead without a break

Culebra cut does not offer suchgreat risks that Is the damage liable
to occur from occasional land will
not represent what may be called major

The work will merely call
for intelligence perservance and execu
tive capacity It is however the work
upon most labor will have to

The dams will he composed of
the earth taken out of cutvery possibly the building of the locks
and take even longer than

cutting in Culobra
Monster Steam Shovels

The main work Is now being done
lit the Culebra cut It was striking and
impressive to see the huge steam shovels
In full play the dumping trains carry
Jrig away the rook and earth they dis-
lodged The implements of French exi-
bayating machinery which often stand
a little way from the line of work
though of excellent construction look
like the veriest toys when compared
with these now steam shovels just as
the French dumping cars seem like
cars when compared with the long
trains of huge cars dumped by steam
plows which are now use This

the enormous advance that
been made in machinery during the
past quarter of a century No doubt a
quarter of a century hence this new
machinery of which we are now ao
proud will similarly seem out of date

is its purse
well now The old French cars had to
be entirely discarded We still have In
use a few of the more modern but not
most modern cars which hold but
twelve yards of earth They can bo
employed on certain with sharp
curves But the recent cars hold from
twentyfive to yards apiece and
instead of the old clumsy methods of
unloading them a steam plow Is drawn
from end to end of the whole vestibulnd
train thus immensely economizing lab-
or In the rainy season the steam
shovels can do Title in dirt but

work steadily In rock and in the
harder were some twentyfve at work during time I was
on the Isthmus tremendous
power and efficiency were most impres-
sive
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cided work began in good earnest
The rainy season will shortly be over
and then there wilt be an Immense

in the amount taken out but
even during the lat three month in
the rainy season steady progress e
shown by the figures In August 243000

cubic yards In September 231600 cubic
yards and in October 325001 cubic
yards In October new records were e

hod for the output of Individual
shovels as well as for tonnage haul
of Individual locomotive I to see
the growth of a healthy spirit of emula-
tion between the different shovel and
locomotive crews such a spirit as
has grown on our battleships between
the different matters of
marksmanship Passing through the cut
the amount of new work can seen at
a glance In one plate the entire side
of a hill had been taken out recently by
twentyseven tons of dvnamlte which
were exploded at one Mast At another
place I was a Presidential
of twontyone charges of dynamite On
tho top notch of the C J bra cut thf
prism Is now as wide as It will be all told
the bed at this point has now been
sunk about 80 feet below what it origi-
nally was It will have to be sunk about
130 feet farther Throughout the cut the

are going on constantly Increasing
energy huge shovels pressed
up as if they were mountain howitzers
into the most unlikely looking places
where they eat their way Into the
sides
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Employes of the Washington public
schools today received half of their
salaries and were thus enabled to make
their Christmas without in
convenience to their bank accounts This
was the result of an arrangement

the auditor and disbursing officer
of the District who realized that

were just as anxious to go out
shopping as anybody

Included in the number of those who
signed their pay vouchers were nearly
1700 of the schools including
superintendents principals and

In to meet vouchers
JO5GO was turned over to the officials

this
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Evenings Until

After Christmas The Fashion Shop
402 SEVENTH STREET N W

Evenings Until

After Christmas

OUR GREAT
Semi Aiinual Clearance Sale

BEGINS TOMORROW
I

Without fear of contradiction we state that there will be no offering in the City of Washington to compare with this

Great Price Reduction Sale of Womens Suits and Coats
No article in this vast assemblage of merchandise that is not of this Fall and

Winter Seasons latest and most approved styles

Womens Fashionable Tailored Apparel so Rich in Christmas Possibilities and Welcome Economies f
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Store Open LAU MANS Store Open
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for Women
Beautiful Cheviots of the finest qualities high

grade Broadcloths and handsome Wool mixtures
and plaids in all the popular and leading colors all
with Taffeta or Satin lining in Jackets

Regular 15 1650 eAand Values
Regular 20 2250

Reitila 2750 30

Regular 5750 40
and 45 Values

Suits

7518 0

1498

Values 1950-

I t22 50
I

and 25 Values

and 35 0 0

FURS
discount off

our marKed

regular prices on any

piece or set of Furs

1 5 o

I

Coats for WomenT-
he Popular Tourist Mixtures
Regular 10 and 12 Values 750
Regular 15 1650 and 18 Values 1175
Regular 20 and 2250 Values 1498
Regular 25 and 2750 Values 17 50

Broadcloth 50Inch
Coats Lined ThroughoutRe-

gular 15 and 18 Values 1198
Regular 20 2250 and 25 Values Io50
Regular 2750 30 and 3250 Values 2100
Regular 35 3750 and 40 Values 2750

Black
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II

1
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LAUMANS
The Shop for Women

402 SEVENTH STREET N W

WASHINGTON NEW YORK

Evening Coats
Choice of our entire

stocK of Evening
Wraps made of the
finest qualities of
Broadcloth in all the
pastel shades 35 40

45 and 50 values

1975and 2750


